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Regulatory Alert: President Trump signs new proclamation with Section 
232 changes to increase the domestic manufacture of strategic metals 

April 9, 2026 

President Trump signed a new proclamation on April 2, 2026, entitled Strengthening Actions 
Taken to Adjust Imports of Aluminum, Steel and Copper into the United States. The objective 
is to increase the domestic manufacture of these specific strategic metals: steel, aluminum, 
and copper. Imports of these metals are now subject to Section 232 duties.  

The changes detailed in the proclamation become effective on or after 12:01 a.m. EDT on  
April 6, 2026, for these goods entered for consumption or withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption. The previous 232 tariffs for aluminum, copper, and steel were discontinued. 
 
The primary details in the proclamation are as follows:  

1. The proclamation defines the way that tariffs are assessed to ensure that they reflect 
the full value of imported steel, aluminum, and copper products. A major change is the 
tariffs will now apply to the full value of the article, rather than merely the steel, 
aluminum, or copper content. 

 
2. There are key changes for calculating the Section 232 metals tariffs: 

• Articles made entirely of aluminum, steel or copper will pay a flat 50% on their 
full value – for example, steel coils and aluminum sheet. 

• Derivative articles substantially made of steel, aluminum, or copper will pay a 
flat 25% on their full value. 

• Effective April 6, 2026, UK origin steel and aluminum articles smelted and cast 
in the United Kingdom will be assessed a 25% tariff. 

• Certain metal-intensive industrial equipment and electrical grid equipment will 
pay 15% through 2027, to accelerate the massive industrial base buildout 
currently underway across the United States. 

• Products made abroad but with 95% of American steel, aluminum, and copper 
will be subject to lower tariffs of 10%. 

• Products made of 15% or less steel, aluminum, or copper will no longer be 
subject to Section 232 metals tariffs. 
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The full proclamation and the fact sheet summarizing the proclamation are available 
below. See Annexes I-A, I-B, II, III & IV at the end of the proclamation for more details. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/strengthening-actions-taken-to-
adjust-imports-of-aluminum-steel-and-copper-into-the-united-states/  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2026/04/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-
strengthens-tariffs-on-steel-aluminum-and-copper-imports/  

 

Keep up with the latest alerts, trade-related rules, updates and learning opportunities. Sign up 
to receive Regulatory News emails from FedEx. 
https://page.message.fedex.com/regnews_signup/ 
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